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Dear Jim, 


6/2/75 


Giiad. to know it was the Mayaguez and nothing personal. 

Hoppe was as usual on it. Sending to Howard. We both enjoyed it, 

The people who can bring us that can bring us anything. That they try suggests 
they may yet* Shudder* • • 

_ 6>/3: u* th±S point a delayeA coIle « e student who is working on the Congress came. 

1 d never had a chance to talk to him alone except by phone. He is stop sharp enough 
to have detected serious flaws in what the others were doing and saying. I met him 
first as fane s announcement of his new commission. Lane turned him off because this 
kid was sharper than some of tye press, detecting that Lane was promoting Lane. He 
was helped reach this conclusion by Lane and his honchos and honchettes asking questions 
about his talking to me. We talked until 2 a.m., by which time he had a better idea 
of what can and can not work at their coming confab and understands the foolishness 
of engaging in what can't work if there is a prospect of success. He and his will be 
lobbying and they'll be accepting the advice of those on the Hill who want success. 

I was originally sure that Craig's death was suicide. I can't see any reason for 
considering it otherwise now. My information comes from a new source, a womanl've 
put in touch with a dependable Dallas source. To date what she has and reports she 
attributes to personal observation and Craig's former family. The father recounts 
a mysertious last time he saw Roger, when Roger acted as though someone else was in 
the whouse and declined to leave on a short trip with his father to get a lawn-mower 
part. She now says there were two shots with a single-action 22 and that the bllodly 
pool was accross the room; that the authorities will not release the autipsy report 
^ 8 su ^* cicie note; and most mysterious, Roger had skinned right knuckles and one 
Richard Randolph Carr (or the first two reversed), close to and nutty as Penn, had 
a swollen lip. Roger had no use of his left arm. Her theory is that Penn put Carr up to 
it because braig was going to expose Jones. Until I know more this is where it reefcs. 

Craig made notes (disappeared) and had a manuscript of sort. i t is not dependable and 
except for one unconfirmable fact has nothing new that can be accepted as factual. 

Reading this lias been one of the new time-consumers. Tha fact ± is that they heard 

of the Tippit killing at 1:06. I can believe this and do, but I need other confirmation. 

Understand Tippit did not answer a 1 :04 call and that there is a witness with a 

seemingly solid story who claims to have been the one who made the actual broadcast 

when Benavides did not because he could not. Belin questioned Benavides and ignored 
this man whose affidavit was on file. I have it. If and whenl resolve I'll let you know. 

You size 0 Toole up right. There was one change only: after my NYU speech, the 
cui bonos about him, which pretty clearly indicate service to the company and allege* 
personal dishonesty. He and the Penthouse rep took this much to heart and P rep 

to Lesar with explanations that explained naugfct. S 0 , since then andfor 
he first time, perhaps not always in response to questions as on Eason's show, he 
has gone out of his way to sya nice things about me simultaneously keeping how to 
get in otuch with me secret. Never a line on how to get a book from me. This is.as 
you say , not stupid. He reacted intelligently and is building a record to which he 
can refer if the record 1 is without real meaning. 

Fascinating that the columnists all saw the Mayaguez incident for what it was. 

I ve been too busy to read the papers, skimming for what I need only and that perhaps 
too fast. I see onoy the WxPost. Lil goes over the local. There are more of these in 
recent history than is generally understood and with more countries. They don't all 
work out that way. LBJ had ( one with °uban fisherman that came close, the reverse 

„ affair * 0 dpn t think they are as haphazard as the electronic account 

01 the 1% affair indicates ♦ 

The bird reminds of so many similar events when we farmed and had up to 29 cats 
at one time. These little actualities can be quite c h a rm i n g. I remember what eventuated 
at the farm: the cats and birds worked out an arrangement ±h whereby the cats never 
punched on a bird behind the house, where we fed the cats, on the house side of the 
fence and the birds were fair game elsewhere. And we had nary a cat that would kill 
a baby chick. V7e have a special sparrow that size hereabout but rare. Hope you make it! Best. 


